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At the Memorial Services of the Order, held in honor of the
memory of Abraham Lincoln, the Martyr President of the United
States of America, on the 17th anniversary of his assassination and
death, April 14th, 1882, at the City of San Francisco, California,
the follo\\'ing eulogy was pronounced by EDWIN A. SHERlllAN, the
M. E. S. General Crand Commander-in-Chief of the Order, which
by unanimous resolution was ordered to be printed solely for the
use of the members of the Order:
Ojjicers and 1iie111bers of t/Je Supreme Grand Condai•e of tlze
1Valional, State and Subordinate Commanden"es and Posts:
DEAR A~D BELOVED J:II<ETHR~:N:

In accordance with our time-honored custom, we have again
assembled on this the 17th anniversary of the martyrdom of the
beloved and immortal saviour of our country and her libertiesAbraham Lincoln; to do honor to his memory, to recount his many
virtues, to repeat again the story of his lofty patriotism, his love of
freedom, his tender humanity, and his unswerving fidelity and devotion tO the cause for which he laid down his life upon the altar of
his country and his God, sprinkling the nation's costly sacrifice with
his own blood.
It is scarce two months since we had the pleasure of listening to
that masterly and eloquent eulogium, delivered by the Hon. Horace
Davis, upon the anniversary of Abraham Lincoln's birth, while
the echoes of that panegyric, delivered by our Rev. Brother David
McClure one year ago, are still ringing in our ears; and the solemn
tones of the funeral bell and the boom of the minute-gun are yet
reverberating in mournful cadences, wailing a nation's grief at Free-
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dom's altar o'er that other murdered son of liberty, our lamented
brother, James Abram Garfield.
I would that the task now devolving upon me had been assigned
to some other Knight Commander than myself upon this occasion;
for I feel how inadequate" are my poor efforts to do justice to the
lofty character of him whom we desire to commemorate; but the
time and opportunity to secure an orator to perform this duty were
not presented, and this burden has fallen upon myself. Asking
your indulgence, I will proceed.
It is often asked: '' Why is it necessary that we should every year
hold these Memorial Services in honor of the martyred Lincoln ?"
Our reply is: Go ask the hundreds of millions of Christendom why
they have for eighteen hundred and fifty years kept the solemn anniversary of the martyrdom of that other apostle of human liberty,
who proclaimed the doctrine of mercy, of loving kindness, and of
the freedom of the human soul; who said to his brethren, '' As oft
as ye do this, do it in remembrance of me." So to us the spirit of
the immortal Lincoln, calling from the skies, telephones the same
appeal and mandate of memoriam, "Do it in remembrance of me."
l shall not weary you with a long recital of the biography of his
humble and early life, his struggles with poverty in the wilderness,
the hard manual labor which he had to perform in boyhood to eke
out a miserable existence; his thirst for learning which could not be
assuaged, and the almost insurmountable difficulties which surrounded him on every hand until he arrived at the age of manhood;
nor will there be any profit in recounting the details of his experience as clerk in a country store, starting in business for himself,
and ending in failure and disappointment; nor will we follow him
as a fiatboatman on the Mississippi river, and his return to his home
in Sangamon County, Illinois, from his adventurous trip. All this
has nothing to do with our purpose on this occasion. His biographers have fully recounted these data, to which you are referred,
and which you will find interesting in reading.
" At the age of seventeen years Lincoln had attained to his full
stature of six feet four inches. He was long, wiry and strong, while
his big feet and hands and the length of his legs and arms were out
of all proportion to his small trunk and head. His complexion was
very swarthy, and his skin was shriveled and yellow even then. He
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wore low shoes, buckskin breeches, linsey-woolsey shirt, and a cap
made of the skin of an oppossum or coon. The breeches clung
close to his thighs and legs, but failed by a large space to meet the
tops of his shoes. Twelve inches remained uncovered and exposed
that much "of shin-bone, sharp, blue, and naHow." Like that
other person we read of in the good book, "he came forth as a root
out of dry ground; there was neither form nor comeliness nor beauty
that we should desire him;" but in the true fulfillment as it were of
prophecy, "his portion was to be divided with the great, and he
should divide the spoil with the strong, because he hath poured out
his soul unto death."
His life began in the extremest poverty, and unremitted and uncompensated hardship and toil. He, like the Saviour of mankind,
was also a carpenter's son, but refused to be a carpenter. He was
to be an architect and cabinet-maker of another sort. But he could
not afford to be idle; and as soon as he was able to earn wages he
was hired out among the neighbors, so that his father had no excuse
for persecuting him with entreaties to learn his trade.
His early associations were not of a character to lift him up, and
he was borne along with that tide of hardy, reckless, frontier emigration of adventurers which was pushed forward by a higher civilization behind, which crowded them out and made them a barrier
and wall of protection against the merciless inroads and attacks of
the savage Indians. Brave and daring to a fault, they in turn
hunted their dusky foe in his lair, and avenged the massacres and
deaths of their relatives and friends. Abraham Lincoln, the grandfather of him whom we commemorate, fell at the hands of the red
men of the forest in the "dark and bloody ground of Kentucky,'
where our martyr President was born. The irpmigration of the
family to Indiana caused them to encounter the same hardships and
perils which the older members had endured before in seeking a
home in the wilderness of Kentucky, and of necessity in the school
of danger and adversity trained the young Lincoln in the Spartan
virtues of self-sacrifice, endurance and valor.
When his country called for volunteers to repel the advancing
hosts of savage warriors, marshaled and led by their renowned chieftain, Black Hawk, who threatened to wipe out the entire settlements of Illinois, \Visconsin and Missouri, we find Abraham Lincoln,
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then in the t·rcnty-thir<l year of his age, anrnng the first to enlist as
a , oluntcl;r. ::tncL on account of his popularity, he was elected captain of his coml'any hy an almost unanimous ,·ote. T>uring the
campaign his company ,ras dishanc!cd, and he re-enlisted as a pri,·atc, as did other ofticers in thL " Independent Spy Company"
until after the capture of Black I Ia,1 k, \\'hich ended the war. The
lessons learned and the c,1,criu1ce g:1inecl in the military operations
of that cam1>aign provul i1waluahll' to him in his after life, "hl'n
President of the l, nited States.
l'l1e ,·olunteers of Sangamon ( '.ounty had returned to their homes.
Lincoln resumed the ~tu<ly of the copy of the Statutes of Indiana.
which he had obtained years before, and this was all he had in the
beginning to aid him m \I hat in the future ,1 as to be the occupation
of his life.
\bout the year 1832 .\Ir. Lincoln 111::tde his first effort at public
speakini:( in a debating duh known as the "i"/ew Salem I .iterary
SO( iety." llitherto he had been known only as a lover of jokes
,rnd funny anecdotes, which he ,,as 111 the habit of relating in his
c111n peculiar, droll, and inimitable manner, which was ah1ays sure
to cause his hearers to break forth in lioisterons and uncontrollable
laughter.
" .\s he arose to speak, his tall form towered al,ove the little ass1.:mbly. Both hands were thrnst deep clown in the pockets of his
p:mtaloons. \ perceptible smile at once lit up the faces of the
audience, for all anticipated the relation of some humorous story.
But he opened up the discussion in splendid style, to the infinite
astonishment of his friends. .\s he warmed with his subject his
hands would forsake his pockets to enforce his ideas by awb,ard
i:iestures, hut soon sought their eas) resting-places. He purstll:d the
question \\'ith rearnn and argument so pithy and forcible that all
were amazed. The president, \Jr. Rutledge, at his fireside, after
the meeting, remarked lo his 1,11<.. that 'there was more in .\be's
head than wit and fun; that he 11, s already a fine speaker; that all
he lacked 11as culture to l'nahle him to reach the high destiny that
was in store for him.'"
He was earnestly solicited to het·ome a candidatt.: for the Legislatun.; of Illinois from Sangamon County, to which at last he reluctantly consl'nted. :.Ir. Lincoln's !irst appearance on the stump, in
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the courst of the canvass, \\'as at l'oppsville, about eleven miles west
of Springfield, upon the occasion of a public sale by the firm of
l'oog & Knapp. The sale over, spe..:chmaking was about to begin,
when :\1 r. Lincoln obser\'ed strong symptoms of inattention in his
audiencc, who had taken that particular moment to engage in a
general fight. Lincoln saw that one of his friends was suffering
more than he liked in the mdee; ancl, stepping into the crowd, hL,
shouldered then, sternly a•.,ay from his man until he met a fellO\\"
who refused to fall back; him he sei1eJ by the nape of the neck
and seat of his breeches and tossed him ten or tweh-e feet easily.
,\fter this episode- -as characteristic of him as of the times he
mounted the platform, and delivered with awkward modesty the
following speech:
"(;mlltmeN mul Fe!lmi' Cithens I presume you all know who I
am. I am humble .\lmtham Lincoln. l have been solicited by
my many friends to become a candidat<: for the Legislature. 1'1y
politics are short and sweet, like the old woman's dance. I am in
favor of a National Bank; I am in fanir of the internal impro\·ement system, and a high protecti\'c tariff. These arc my sentiments
and political principles. If elected, I shall be thankful; if not, it
will be all the same.''

This was his lirst appearance before the people as a speaker and
in a politiLal canvass a,; a candidate for their suffrages. The next
appearance he made in the campaign is thus related by his friend,
.\lr. .\. \ . Ellis, who accompanitcl him:
"He wore a mixed-jeans coat, claw-hammer style, short in the
sleeves· and bob-tail in fact, it was so short in the tail he could not
sit on it -flax-and-tow lmen pantaloons, and a straw hat. I think
he wore a vest, but do not remember how it looked. He then 11on.:
pot-metal boots."
ll is political antagonists made sport of him and his speeches,
though he pleased his friends. In one of them he said:

"1,;,1101,1 Citizms- I have been told that some of my opponents
have said it was a disgrace to the County of Sangamon to have such
a looking man as I am stuck up for the Legislature. Now, I thought
this was a free country; that is the reason I address you to-day.
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I lad I known to the contrary, I should not have consented to run;
liut 1 will s:ty one thing, let the shoe pinch where it may: when I
ha,·e been a candidate before you some five or si, times :incl have
IJetn beaten every time, 1 will consider it a disgrace, and will be
sure to never try again; hut I am bound to beat that man, if 1 am
li1•at myself. ~lark that!"

Here \\e have the key to that lofty courage, untiring patience
under discouragements, difficulties :incl disasters to which his unconquerable spirit was superior, and which sustained him in the dark
hours of defeat and gloom during the rebellion, and which enabled
him to safely steer the ship of State through the stormy seas which
threatened to engulf it and destroy our National Union. \\'ithout
dress to decently clothe his person, as a public man should be, and
with no education e,cepting that which he picked up from a few
scattered books, with a grammar to aid him, he again for the third
time entered the political arena as a candidate for the Legislature,
in the face of opposition and difficulties at which most men would
have stood appalled. In his ne,t speech to the people of Sangamon County, he said:

"Fellow C:itizens-Ilaving become a candidate for the honorable
office of one of your representatives in the next General ,\sscmbly of
this State, in accordance with an established custom and the principles of true republicanism, it becomes my duty to make known to
you, the people whom I propose to rep1esent, my sentiments upon
local affairs.'
.\mong other things, he said: " L pon the subject of education,
not presuming to dictate any plan or system respecting it, I can
only say that I view it as the most impot'lanl s11/,jert which we as a
people can be engaged in. That enry man may receive at least a
moderate education, and thereby be enabled to read the histories of
his own and other countries, by which he may duly appreciate the
value of our free institutions, appears to be of vital importance even on
this account alone, to ~ay nothing of the adrnntagcs and satisfa<.:tion
to be derived from being able to read the Scriptures and other
works, both of a religious and mor.ll nature, for themselves. For
my part, l desire to sec the time when education -and by its means
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morality, sobriety, enterprise and indu~try-shall become much
more general than at present, and should be gratified to ha,·e it in
my power to contribute something to the advancement of any
measure which might have a tendency to accelerate the happy period.
" But, fellow-citizens, I shall conclude. Considering the great
degree of modesty which should always attend youth, it is probable
I have been more presumable than becomes me. * * * I am
young and unknown to many of you. I was born and have ever
remained in the mo~t humble walks of life. I have no wealthy or
popular relatives or friends to recommend me. l\I/ case is thrown
exclusively upon the independent voters of the county, and, if
elected, they will have conferred a favor upon me whi,h I shall be
unremitting in my labors to compensate. But if the good people,
in their wisdom, shall see fit to keep me in the background, I have
been too familiar with disappointments to be very much chagrined."
This was in l\larch, 1832-just fifty years ago-and Lincoln
only twenty-tl,ree years of age. Though again <lefea eel, yet with
three solitary exceptions, he received the whole vote of his precinct
-two hundred and seventy-seven-being one more than the whole
number cast for both candidates for Congress.
I-le now turned his attention to store-keeping, running in debt to
do so, and soon failed, as a natural consequence, in a business for
which he was totally unfitted. Certain that he had no abilities for
trade, l\Ir. Lincoln took the best re~olution he could have formed
under the circumstances. He sat down to his few books where he
was, believing that knowledge was power, and power, profit.
"He u~ed to read law," says Henry l\Icllenry, "in 1825-3,
barefooted, seated in the shade of a tree, and would grind around
with the shade, just opposite Berry's grocery store, a few feet south
of the door. He occasionally rnried the attitude by lying flat on
his back and p1ttli11g /tis feet up !lie tree," a situation which might
have been unfavorable to mental application in the case with a man
of shorter extremities.
"The first time I ever saw Abe with a law book in his hand,"
says Squire Godbey, "he was sitting astride of Jake Bale's woodpile, in New Salem. Says I, 'Abe, what are you studying?' 'Law,'
says Abe. Great God Almig/1t_y! responded I." It was too much
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for Godbey; he could not suppress the blasphemy, at seeing such a
figure acquiring the science of law in such a situation.
Lincoln's progress in the law was as surprising as the intensity of
his applic~tion to study. He never lost a moment that might be
impro1·ed. He wrote deeds, contracts, notes, and other legal papers for his neighbors, using a small dictionary and an old formbook; pettifogged incessantly before the justice of the peace, and
kept up this species of country student's practice until long after he
was quite a distinguished man in the Legislature. But in this he
was only trying himself; as he was not admitted to the bar until
1837, he did not regard it as legitimate practice, and never charged
a cent for his sen·ices. But all this time 1fr. Lincoln had a living
to make, a running board-bill to pay, and he had nothing to pay it
with. He was industrious by nature, and wanted to be working
and paying as he went. He did not want to forfeit the good opinion of those confiding neighbors for a lifetime of ease and luxury.
It was, therefore, a most happy thing for him, and he felt it be so,
when he attracted the attention of John Calhoun, the Surveyor of
Sangamon County, who was overrun with business, and had more
than he could do. He wanted a deputy with common sense and
common honesty; he chose Lincoln, because nobody else possessed
these qualities in a more eminent degree. He hunted him up,
gave him a book, told him to study it, and said that as soon as he
was ready he should have as much work as he could do. He took
the book, retired to the country, and in six weeks mastered its contents; and. with practice, soon became an expert surveyor, and was
duly appointed Calhoun'!< deputy. The accuracy of his surl"eys
were seldom questioned, and it was through this knowledge, thus
obtained, that he was enabled afterwards to a great extent to comprehend the lines of military operations and the strategy of war.
His study of the law was necessarily suspended while engaged in
surveying, and yet his income was not sufficient to pay his expenses
and at the san1e time materially reduce the debts he owed. His
note had heen assigned, and under due process of law Mr. Lincoln's
personal property, including his horse, saddle, bridle, and surveying instruments were sold under the hammer to meet the judgment
obtained against him. Lincoln was now much discouraged; but
rescue came to him from an unexpected quarter.
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\\'hen Mr. Lincoln first arrived in N'ew Salem he employed a
woman to make him a pair of pantaloons, which, from the scarcity
of material or otherwise, she had made altogether too short, as his
garments usually were. Soon after she pointed him out to her
brother, who happened to fall in with Lincoln, and from this casual acqunintance a strong friendship sprang up, and in the clay of
trouble, when the sale came off, he bid the property in and ga\'C it
immccliately to Lincoln to start him in businc~s again, ancl Lincoln
aftl'Twards repaid him.
In r83-l Lincoln was again a candidate for the Legislature, and
this time was elcctccl by a larger majority than any man on the
Whig ticket. After he was elec·tcd to the Legislature, he went one
day to see a friend by the name of Smoot. Says he: "Smoot, did
you Yote for me?" Smoot responded that he did. "Well," says
Lincoln, '' you must loan me money to buy suitable clothing, for I
,1ant to make a decent appearance in the Legislature.·• The sum
of two huncln:d dollars was loaned to him by his friend, and which
·.ras faithfully n:turned, according to promise.
It was at this sc~sion of the Legislature that Lincoln first saw
Stephen.\. Douglas, who had mO\'ed into the State from Yermont
the year before. illr. Lincoln was gradually becoming a ready debater and gathering experience in legislation, manifesting extraordinary ability in pres~·n1ing his subjects. It was at this session of the
Legislature, ~larch 3d, 1837, that he began that anti-slavery record
upon which his fame through all time must chiefly rest. On that
day the following protest 11as presented to the .\ssembly, which was
rea<l, and or<lered to he spread upon the journals, to wit:

" Resolutions upon the subject of domestic sbvery ha1·ing passed
both branches of the c;enural .-\ssem hly at its present session, the
undersigned hereby protest against the passage of the same.
"They bclie,·e that the institution of sla\'err is founded on both
injustice and bad policy, hut that the promulgation of abolition
do1:trines tends rather to increase than abate its evils.
'' They bc!ie,·e that the Congress of the L"nited States has no
power, under the Constitution, to interfere 11 ith the institution of
sla\'ery in the different States.
"They hclie1·e that the Congress of the United States has the
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power, under the Constitution, to abolish slavery in the District of
Columbia, but that the power ought not to be exercised unless at
the request of the people of the District.
"The difference between these opinions and tho~e contained m
the said resolutions, is their reason for entering this protest.
"Signed,
"A. L1NCOLN,
"D.\N. STONE,

"Representatives from the County of Sangamon."
Mr. Lincoln, in entering his protest against the resolutions that
were adopted, thus laid the foundation-stone in that early day of the
great Republican Party, ,, hich for a period of nearly a quarter of a
century has controlled and directed the affairs of this Nation. Mr.
Lincoln was a Whig, and had no sympathy with the .\bolitionists of
that day, who advocated the most radical measures of immediate
emancipation and enfranchisement of the slaves. The Missouri
Compromise measures kept slavery out of the Northern Territories;
and the swarms of Indians roaming over the territories south of the
line agreed upon, and the U.S. public land pre-emption system, in
effect, acted as barriers to a great extent in preventing emigration of
the slaveholders of the South with their slaves. But even then, as
if forecasting the horoscope of what was to come twenty-three years
afterward, and looking far beyond into the distant future, in a
speech delivered at Springfield, Illinois, he said:
"Many free countries ha\·e lost their liberties, and ours may lose
hers; but, if she shall, be it my proudest plume, not that I was the
last to desert, but that I ne,·er deserted her. I know that the great
volcano at Washington, aroused and directed by the evil spirit that
reigns there, is belching forth the lava of political corruption in a
current broad and deep, which is sweeping with frightful velocity
over the whole length and breadth of the land, bidding fair to leave
unscathed no green spot or living thing; while on its bosom are
riding, like demons on the waves of hell, the imps of that evil spirit,
and taunting all those who dare to resist its destroying course with
the hopelessness of their efforts; and knowing this, I cannot deny
that all may be swept away. Broken by it, I, too, may be-bow to
it I never will. The probability that we may fall in the struggle
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ought not to deter us from the support of a cause we believe to be
just. It shall not deter me. If ever I feel the soul within me
elevate and expand to those dimensions, not wholly unworthy of its
Almighty .\rchitect, it is when 1 contemplate the cause of my country deserted by all the world beside, and I standing up boldly,
alone, hurling defiance at her victorious oppress0rs. Here, without
contemplating consequences, before Heaven and in the face of the
world, J s,,·ear eternal fealty to the just cause, as I deem it, of the
land of my life, my liberty and my love. And who that thinks with
me will not fearlessly adopt that oath that I take? Let none falter
who thinks he is right, and we may succeed. But if, after all, we
shall fail, be it so; we still shall have the proud consolation of saying to our consciences and to the departed shades of our country's
freedom, that the cause approved of our judgment and adored of
our hearts, in disaster, in chains, in torture, in death, we never
faltered in defending.
"Reason-cold, calculating, unimpassioned reason-must furnish
all the materials for our future support and defense. Let those materials be moulded into general tillellri(mce, s01111d morality, and, in
particular, a re1•erence for t/ie Constil11tion and laws; and that we
improved to the last, that we revered his name to the last, that
during his long sleep wf! permitted no hostile foot to pass or desecrate his resting-place, shall be that which to learn the last trump
shall awaken our \\' \SHIN'(~TON. 'C' pon these let the proud fabric of
freedom rest as the rock on its basis, and as truly as has been said
of the only greater institution, 'The gates of hell shall not prevail
against it.' "
This speech of Lincoln's was made when he was not quite twenty
eight years of age in January, 1 837, when not yet admitted to the bar
and nearly four years before Harrison, the candidate of the Whig
party, was elected to the Presidency, and to which Lincoln belonged.
In April of that year, at the close of the session of the Legislature,
Mr. Lincoln was admitted to the bar and changed his residence to
Springfield, to which the capital of the State had been removed, and
where he formed a law partnership with his friend and colleague, the
Hon John T. Stuart, to whom he was greatly indebted for encouragement and the loan of books, while preparing himself to enter
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upon the practice of the legal profession. He was twice elected
consecutively to the Legislature but did not serve the second term.
In 1846 he was elected to Congress and served only one term, and
shortly thereafter the Whig party, of which he ll'as the only representative from Illinois, died a political death, leaving a pro-slavery
Democratic party in power.
Like all men of deep and earnest feeling, Mr. Lincoln's loves and
friendships were of the strongest character. When at the age of
twenty-three and four, he became enamoured of a young lady by
the name of Ann Rutledge. She was of exquisite beauty; her intellect sharp, quick, deep and philosophic as well as brilliant. She
had as gentle and kind a heart as an angel, full of love, kindliness
and sympathy. She was a woman worthy of Lincoln's love. She
had previously become engaged to a gentleman by the name of McNamara, who had absented himself for several years. But without
his knowledge and formal renunciation of hi_s claim upon her, she
postponed her union with the more pressing lover until Aug. 25th,
1835, when she died of brain fever. A fell' days before her death
Lincoln was summoned to her bedside, and when she actually died
and was buried, his grief became frantic, he lost all self-control,
even the consciousness of his own identity, and every friend he had
in Nell' Salem pronounced him insane, mad, crazy. He was
watched with especial vigilance during storms, fogs, damp and
gloomy weather, for fear of an accident. His friends determined
to move him to the residence of one who possessed a power to persuade and guide him proportioned to the affection that had subsisted
between them in former and better times, Bowlin Greene. They
succeeded, and he remained for a considerable time the object of
undisguised solicitude and of the strictest surveillance. \\'hen his
mind seemed to be restored it was thought best to let him go back
to his old haunts, to the study of law, to the writing of legal papers
for his neighbors, to pettifogging before the justice of the peace and
perhaps to a little sun-eying. But Mr. Lincoln was never the same
man again. At the time of his release he was thin, haggard and
careworn, like one risen from the verge of the grave. He had
always been subject to fits of great mental depression, but after this
they were more frequent and alarming. It was then that he began
to repeat with a feeling which inspired every listener \\'ith awe, the
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lines entitled "Immortality,"; or ''Oh! \\'hy should the spirit of
mortal be proud?" They would come unbidden to his lips, while
the air of affliction in face and gesture, the mo, ing tones and modulations of his voice, mack it evident th:\t every syllable of it was to
commemorate the mournful fate of his lido\'ed; and it is now imperishably associated with his memory, interwoven with the history
of his greatest sorrow, a story that will continue to be written, and
told as long as <lllr language C'\ists. In r 836 and 7 he formed something of an attachment for a .\[iss .\lary S. Owens, a young lady of
Kentucky; but it was not of sufficient strength to form a matri,uonial alliance, for he was a sad and mournful lon:r at best. In r S,w
:'.t iss .\Tary, daughter of I Ion. Robert S. Todd of Lexington, Kentucky, came to li1·e with her sister, \)rs.~-\\', Edwards,at Springfield. She was gifted with rare talt.nts, had a kn•n sense of the ridiculous, a ready insight into the weakrwsses ofindi,idual ch;uactcr,
and a very high spirited temper.
I lcr tongue and her pen
were equally sharp. High-bred, proud, brilliant, witty, and with a
will that bent uery one else to her purpose, she took ;\[r. Lincoln
capti,·e the wry moment she considered it e'\pcdicnt to do so. .\Ir.
Lincoln "as a ri~ing politician, fresh from the people and possessed
of great power among thcm. J\liss. Todd was of aristocratic and
distinguished family, and it 11as thought that a union between them
could not fail of numerous benefits to both parties. Hcr fri<:nds
thought so, ancl it was not long before she herself thought so too.
She was very ambitious and el'en before leaving Kentucky announ(ecl her belief, that she was destined to he the wifo of some future
l'rt·sident.
She was courted by J)ouglas as well as by Lincoln; but it is said
that she refused the "Little (;i:rnt" on account of his bad morals.
;\Ir. Lincoln and \laryTodd wereengagccland thcirmarriagc sccme<l
only a question of time. I le, howel'er, after long reflection, concluded that duty required of him to make a candid statement of his
feel ings and to tell her that he did not love hcr. She released him
from his engagement. Some parting enclcarmcnb took place between them, and as a natural result a reconciliation. They wen:
again engaged, el'erything was ready for the marriage, even to the
supper. .\tr I .incoln failed to meet his engagement. Cause, insanity! :\ nell' access of unspeakable tenderness for the memory of
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Ann Rutledge, the old love struggling with a new one, and each
sending to his heart a sacrificial pang. Mr. Lincoln's derangement
was nearly if not quite complete. Razors, knives and dangerous
things had to be removed from his room, and for nearly a year he
was an irresponsible person, during which time his friend Speed
took him to his own home in Kentucky until he was sufficiently restored to return to Springfield.
::\Iiss Todd released Lincoln from his second engagement in her
letter to him, yet she would hold the question an open one, that is,
she had not changed her mind but felt as alll'ays. Their marriage
was quick and sudden, one or two hours notice. How poor Mr.
Lincoln felt about it, may be gathered from the statement of his
friend, J. H. Matheny, who says, "Lincoln came to him one evening and said, Jim, I shall have to marry that girl." He was married
that evening and looked as if he was going to the slaughter; and that
Lincoln had often told him directly and indi\·idually, that he was
driven into the marriage; that it was concocted and planned by the
Edwards family. They were married Nov. 4th, 1842. Mrs.
Lincoln. before her marriage, by her caustic pen, which was too
keen to be idle in the political contro\'ersies, was not disposed to let
her genius rust for want of use. As a satirical writer she was scarcely to be equalled, and finding no victim handy she turned her attention to James Shields, "Auditor," and lampooned him unmercifully
in a "letter to the StateJounwl" from the "Lost Townships," over
the 110111e de plume, of Reberca. The author's name was demanded
of the editor; he gave the name of A. Lincoln. Shields demanded
through his friend a retraction and apology or fight. The challenge
was accepted, and Lincoln chose cavalry sabres, and to 11ght over
the edge of a plank, as the line between them; but mutual friends
in•erfered and prevented the duel from taking place, and matters
were satisfactorily settled between them .
•\fter his marriage, ~Ir. 1,incoln took up his resi<lence at the Globe
Ta\·ern, "where he had a room and boarding for man and wife,
for the moderate sum of four dollars a week for both of them."
But notwithstanding cheap living, he was still as poor as ever, and
ga\·e "poverty," as one of his reasons for not paying a friendly vi~it
which ~cemed to be expected of him.
\\'hen \fr. Lincoln first began to ride the circuit of the Circuit
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Court, he was too poor to own horse-flesh or vehicle and was compelled to borrow f1om his friends. But in due time he became the
proprietor of a horse which he fed and groomed himself and to
which he was much attache<l. On this animal he would set out
from home, to he gone for weeks together, ,,ith no baggage hut a
pair of saddle hags, containing a change of linen, and an old cotton
umbrella to shelter him from sun or rain. \\'hen he was able he set
up a one-horse buggy-a very sorry and shabby looking atfairwhich he generally used in bad weatlwr. But the lawyers were always glad to see him, and the bndlorcb hailed his coming with
pleasure. \ et he was one of tho~e peculiar, gentle, uncomplaining
men, whom those servants of the public who keep "hotels" woul<l
generally put off with the most indifferent accommodations. Yet
Lincoln \\as happy as lit could be on the circuit, and happy in no
other pla<:e. Here he shone as a msi pni1> lawyer; where he
thought, spoke, an<l acted; where the people met, greete<l, and
cheered on the man; where he cracked his jokes, told his stories,
made his money, and was happy as nowhere in the world besides.
~lrs. Lincoln was a proud and ambitious woman, not content to live in a one-story cottage, and wanted Lincoln to run in
uebt to h:we alterations made in their dwelling. This Lincoln refused to do, for he had always been known as "Honest .\he,'' and
would not incur a deut which he s.1w no opportunity of soon repaying. Returning from one of his 10111-: journeys, he found that ~[rs.
I ,incoln had taken advantage of his .1bsencc, am! with the ronni,·ance an<l assistance of his neighbor Gourley, had placed a secon<l
story and a new roof on his house. Appro:ichir,g it for the first
time after this startling alteration, and pretending not to recognize
it, he called to a man on the stree:t, and said to him, "Stranger, can
you tell me where :\bra ham Lincoln lives? I le used to live here."
It was on this circuit that Lincoln became the leading attorney
and coumcllor in ddcnl'e of the Re,·. Charles Chiniquy, who had
formerly been a Roman ('atholic Priest, and after having been excommunicated by the Bishop of that church at ( 'hicago, became a
Protestant and Presbyterian clergyman, and who has since then led
over 30,000 of his French Canadian countrymen out of the Roman
Catholic Church to Protestantism. The history of this remarkable
man and the great work that he has I erforme<l and is still doing,
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would take a full week or more even to briefly relate of what this
modern Luther has accomplished.
The whole power of the Roman Catholic Chnrch, with all the
machinery of its g:)Vernment and the inf.:rnal plotting~, intrigues
and machinations of its Je~uit priesthood, "as brought to bear upon
C'hiniquy, to rob him of his church and property, paid for with his
own money, destroy his reputation and to grind him into the dust.
The machinery of the courts was put into operation to enforce the
canonical rules and laws of that church, to overturn the fundamental principles upon which our government is founded, and to destroy
the constitutional rights of the citizen, here in free America. ~lany
long and harrassing lawsuits, with malicious and malignant intent
were brought to destroy Chiniquy, their ,·ictim, fore,·er. He was
reduced to the direst distress and poverty. In the dark hour of his
sorrow and affliction, there was one who was the poor man's friend,
and shielded him from the assaults of his enemies, and that man
was Abraham Lincoln. Says Judge David Davis, now \Tice-Pres..
ident of the United States: "He hated wrong and oppression e,·erywherc; and many a man whose fraudulent conduct was undergoing
review in the court of justice, has writhed under his terrific indignation and rebukes. To his honor be it said, that he never took
from a client, even when the cause was gained, more than he thought
the service was worth, and the client could reasonably afford to pay."
This is the language of Lincoln·s friend who was then on the bench,
afterwards appoint~d by Lincoln Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court of the Cnited States, who has since resigned and is now President of the l'. ·S. Senate.
Lincoln only charged Chiniquy fifty dollars for his servic~s, took
his note for the amount and e1·entually made him a present of it,
which is now in my ros~ession, and the most of you have the lithographic copies of it duly ,·erinecl, and which Lincoln playfully remarked was to be his death-warrant in the settlement, and which
also:it eventually pro,·ed to be.
It was at this time and during the trial at Urbana, Illinois, for
what Lincoln did and rnid in court concerning the Roman Catholic
priesthood (which was represented largely for the purpose of overawing the court and producing an effect to influence a decision
against his client, Chiniquy), that he brought down upon himself
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the vindictive wrath of the papacy, which, from that time onward
was against him and his aims and objects in life, until at last it
culminated against him when President, and lent its aid to destroy
his government and the Union, and at last to end in his assassination by their direction.
Rome never forgets or forgives a blow or an insult, though she
may wear a mask of hypocricy that would deceive even an archangel
of the skies. From that time Lincoln was marked for a victim, and
the sacrifice was intended to be offered upon an altar built upon the
torn-up foundation-stones from the ruins of the Temple of Liberty,
and those rent from the arch of the American Union.
Lincoln, from that time (as he was warned by Chiniquy that he
would be), was continually in receipt of threats ofassassination, but
he never wavered or faltered. His immediate friends feared for
him, and he was cautioned to be on his guard.
For many years, in his political discussions through the many
campaigns in his State, whether Providence or fate directed it, he
always found himself arrayed against Stephen A. Douglas, and
never, either at the bar or the forum, could they be found on the
same side of the same question. Though personally friends, they
were always political antagonists.
The admission of California as a free State into the l,;nion, to
which the Southern Democracy was unanimously opposed, rendered
the Missouri Compromise line in regard to sla\·ery in effect untenable; and Douglas, in the introducing of his bill for the repeal of the
compromise, which was passed, wiped it out altogether. The result
was the beginning of the troubles which e\·entually enveloped the
Union in the flames of civil war.
Mr. Lincoln, by reason of his masterly, logical debate with Stephen /1.. Douglas, was brought still more prominently before the
people, and he received the nomination of the Republican party
for President of the United States.
There were four parties in the field. The Democrats were divided; had two separate conventions, one with Douglas for its nominee, or squatter sovereignty Democrats, and the other with Breckenridge as the candidate of the pro-slavery Democracy; another
called the Constitutional party, with Bell, of Tenne,see, as its head,
composed chiefly of Whigs and Know Nothings, and these three
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supporting the Dred Scott decision of Chief Justice Taney, of the
1.J. S. Supreme Court, a Jesuit Roman Catholic, who announced
the infamous doctrine that "a negro had no rights which the white
man was bound to respect." Against these three was the Republican party arrayed with ~fr. Lincoln at its head .
.\t that time New England seemed to be suftcring from a general
invasion of Irish Roman Catholics; the Know Nothing organiiation
was strong throughout the country, while in ~lassachusetts stringent
resolutions restricting the naturalization of all foreigners had been
adopted.
11r. Lincoln, in a letter to his friend, :.Lr. Speed, said: "I am
not a Know Nothing, that is certain. How could I be? How can
anyone who abhors the oppression of negroes, be in favor of degrading white men ? Our progress in degeneracy appears to me to be
pretty rapid. As a n:ttion, we began by declaring that 'all men are
created equal.' We now practically read it 'all men are created equal,
except negroes.' \\"hen the Know :Nothings get control, it will
read, 'all men arc created equal except negrocs and foreigners.'
When it comes to this, I should prefer emigrating to some country
where they make no pretense of liberty-to Russia, for instance,
where despotism can be taken pure and without the base alloy of
hypocrisy."
The West was rapidly filling with English, Scotch, Welsh, Norwegian, Swedish, and German emigrants, who were converting the
vast wild prairies into cultivated farms and comfortable homes.
Dr. Canisius, a German, now the United States Consul at the
Society Islands, foreseeing Mr. Lincoln's strength in the near
future, wrote to inquire what he thought about the restrictions
upon naturalization recently adopted in :Massachusetts, and whether
he favored the fusion of all the opposition in the next canvass. He
replied, that, as to the restrictions, he was wholly and unalterably
opposed to them; and as to fusion, he ,vas ready for it upon Republican grounds, but upon no other. He would not lower the
Republican standard by a hair's breadth, This reply brought him
valuable support from the Protestant portion of the foreign-born
population, while that of the Roman Catholic was divided between
the Douglas and Breckenridge Democracy, the latter receiving the
greater portion of it.
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The election took place on the 6th of November, 1860. There
were 303 electoral votes cast, of which the pro-slavery Democrats,
Breckenridge and Lane received 72 votes, Douglas and Johnson
rz votes, Rell and Everett 39 votes, and Lincoln and Hamlin 180
votes-the latter having a majority of 37 votes over all competitors,
and the race was won.
On the IIth of February, 1861, Mr. Lincoln, now President
elect, was to leave his home to take his departure for Washington,
and before entering the cars he delivered to the vast population of
Springfield, who had turned out to greet him, the following brief
farewell address:
".tl,0• Friends-No one, not in my position, can appreciate the
sadness I feel at this parting. To the people I owe all that I am.
Here I have lived more than a quarter of a century; here n1y children were born, and here one of them lies buried. I know not how
soon I shall see you again. A duty devolves upon me, which is,
perhaps, greater than that which has devolved upon any other man
since the days of Washington. He never would have succeeded
except by the aid of Divine Providence, upon which he at all times
relied. I feel that I cannot succeed without the same divine aid
which sustained him, and on the same Almighty Being I place my
reliance for support; and I hope you, my friends, will all pray that
I may receive that divine assistance without which I cannot succeed, but with which success is certain. Again I bid you an affectionate farewell."
Just before leaving Springfield he received from ,\bram Kohn,
the City Clerk of Chicago, a fine picture of the Flag of the Union,
bearing an inscription in Hebrew, upon its folds, the verses being
the 4th to the 9th verses of the first chapter of Joshua, in which
Joshua was commanded to rule over the whole land, the last verse
being, "Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of good
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed, for the Lord.thy
God is with thee whithersoever thou goest."
He then took his departure from his home, to which he was destined never to return alive. \\'hen he reached the eastern boundary of the State, his last words which he spoke to his fellow citizens
of Illinois, were: '' Behti,d the do11ds, the sun is s/timitg still!"
Threats of assassination continued to be received by him; con-
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spiracies were formed to take his life at various portions of the line,
and more frequent as he approached the capital of the Nation. His
friends feared for him, ad hne always anticipated it. In his speech
on the 22d day of February, 1 861, at old Independence Hall, in
Philadelphia, where the Declaration of Independence was first proclaimed, and where the Constitution of the vnited States was
framed by a convention of delegates from all the thirteen original
States, presided O\'er by the immortal Washington, he said:
"The Declaration of Independence gave liberty, not alone to
the people of this country, but hope for the world for .1:ll future
time. It was that which ga\·e promise that, in our time, the weights
should be lifted from the shoulders of all men, and that all should
have an equal chance. This is the sentiment embodied jn the
Declaration of Independence. Kow, my friends, can this country
be sa\·ed upon that basis? If it can, I will consider myself one of
the happiest men in the world if I can sa\·e it. Bttt if t/11~· l'o1111hy
m1111ot be sared wit/tout pJ1•ing up tlwl pnil(iple, I 1,,as about lo say I
would rat/1cr be assassriwted on tltis spot mtlter t/1a11 surrender ii."
And then he added, solemnly, as he drew his tall form to its fullest
height, "1 /1m•e sad 11ot/11i1g but wltat I a111 will1i1g to lin b;•, and in
tlte pleasure of Al111igltty God, TO DIE 1n- !"
Contrast this with the pastoral letter sent out to be read in all the
Roman Catholic churches by the Catholic Provincial Council, which
recently met at Cincinnati on March 20th, 1882: "It reviews the
progress of religion, and !tolds //wt all 111en are not created equal, but
some s/1011/d obey otlters; and secret societies are condemned."
\\'hen Lincoln walked forth to face the mighty concourse outside
and mounted tht: platform, his tall form rose, Saul like, above the
mass of people. He ~tood elevated and alone before them, and
with his overcoat off, grasped the halyards to draw up the flag,
which had been brought up from the Navy-yard by William E.
Parsons, an old man-of-warsman, who bent it on to the halyards
for him to hoist. Mr. Lincoln's expression was calm, serene, and
confident. Extending his long arms, he slowly drew up the standard, which had never before kissed the light of heaven, till it floated
over the Hall of Independence. Tears, prayers, shouts, music, and
the booming of cannon followed, and sealed an act which few knew
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was only the beginning of unspeakable sufferings and sacrifices,
ending in his own martyrdom.
From the time that Lincoln left Springfield, until he arrived at
Washington, he was safely watched over and cared for by the vigilance of the detective police force under the command of Allan
finkerton. What a humiliating spectacle, that of an American
President elect, on his way to the capital, should owe his preserrntion and life, not to an escort of his nati\·e-born countrymen, but to
a foreigner by birth, an .\merican citizen by adoption, but an honest, faithful, fearless Scotch Protestant, who himself would have
fallen rather than Lincoln should be harmed!
Now comes the inauguration, when foul treason and imbecility is
to surrender control and direction to one who is to lea<l the nation
to Freedom's shrine of "Liberty and Union, now and forever, one
and inseparable." What a picture is here presented: the Roman
Catholic Chief Justice-the first, and the last, as we fervently hope,
to sit upon the Supreme Bench of the lJnited States-he who had
declared that "negroes had no rights that the white man is bound
to respect," steps forward to adminster the oath of office to the
bravest champion of freedom and son of liberty that the world has
ever seen since the days of Martin Luther! Rome was beaten back
then-she has to give way now!
Lincoln now steps forward, and is introduced by that Englishborn but true American, the gallant soldier on the plains of Mexico,
then the Senator from Oregon, who now sleeps at Lone Mountain,
the immortal Edward Baker, the friend and neighbor of Lincoln for
many years at Springfield, who was to give his life to the defense of
the Union, and lay it down upon the altar of freedom and his
adopted land.
Mr. Lincoln, in the close of his inaugural address, said as follows:
"Intelligence, patriotism, Christianity, and a firm reliance on
Him who has never yet forsaken this favored land, are still competent to adjust in the best way all our present difficulties.
"In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and not in
mine, is the momentous issue of civil war. The Government will
not assail you.
"You can have no conflict without being yourselves the aggress-
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ors. You can have no oath registered in heaven to destroy the
Government, while I shall have the most solemn one to preserve,
protect and defend it.
"I am loath to close. We are not enemies, but friends. We
must not be enemies. Though passion may have strained, it must
not break our bonds of affection.
"The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield and patriot grave, to every living heart and hearth-stone all
over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when
again touched, as surely they ll'ill be, by the better angels of our
nature."
But this tender and patriotic appeal failed to avert the terrible
conflict of civil war. Several Southern States had already seceded,
while his predecessor had permitted the government property ·to be
seized, forts to be surrendered, the navy scattered to distant ports of
the world and the treasury swept of the last dollar. The enemies of
freedom in the old world, had entered into a coalition with the papal power to not only destroy the American Union but to destroy
all forms of republican government upon the American Continent.
The Pope with the Archbishop of Mexico, united in one object
and purpose, with Austrita, Spain, and France, and had England
drawn into the scheme, to overthrow the liberal government of the
Republic of 1lexico. under Juarez, and to establish upon its ruins
an empire, ruled and directed from the \'atican at Rome, as will be
seen from the extract of a letter from Pope Pius IX to the Emperor
1Iaximilian, of October 18th, 1864, which was captured with other
papers and may now be found at Washington:
"Diplomatic correspondence, U.S., Part 3, 1865, Page 620.''
"Heretofore and on more than one occasion ll'e have made complaints on this point, in public and solemn acts, protesting against the
iniquitous law, callc<l that of reform, which o\·erturned the most inviolable rights of the church, and outraged the authority of its pastors; against the usurpations of ecclesiastical property and the plunder of the patrimony of the church; against the unjust suppression
of the religious orders; against the false maxims which directly attacked the holiness of the Catholic religion; finally, against many
other outrages committed not only against sacred persons, but also
against the pastoral ministry and the discipline of the church.
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"Let no one obtain permission to teach and publi~h false maxims,
*
*
*
let 1iulntdio11, p11hlic as wei/ as pri1•ate, be
diredtJ and mp,ni,te/1/fed OJ' ecdf'si/Tsliml aHt/ioritJ•; and finally, let
the chains be broken that have hitherto retained the church dependent on the arbitrary control of the civil government.''

*

This letter of which the above is an extract was sent in answer to
certain acts of Emperor l\faximilian, by \\'hich he confirmed several
decrees of l're~ident Juare,, in relation to religious toleration, public
education, and in relation to the alienation of some church property.
The Pope turned on his own servile instrument and tool when he
could not help hirnsclf or do otherwise.
England finding that slle was led into a trap, drew out. Spain did
the same, withdrew her troops, fearing that she might lose Cnba.
But Louis Napoleon, with French and Austrian bayonets, aided by
the Pope, the .\rchbishop of Mexico and the Jesuit traitors of that
country, Miramon and others, supported the government of the
invader and usumcr, until he lost his life, and the government of
Lincoln at Washington forced the retirement of these hostile forces,
which 1•:ere intended to menace our own republican government,
by setting up with foreign arms, a papal empire and monarchy upon
the ruins of the :Vlexican Republic, which ll'as to be used to e1wourage the dismemberment, and destruction of our own.
Not only upon our Southern border, but throughout the entire
Union, wa:; the pap;1cy engaged in plotting treason, releasing the
Roman Catholic naturalized American citizen from his oath of allegiance, but consecrated the regimental flags and sprinkled the arms
that were placed in the hands of these armed perjurers with the distillations of the 1·apors of hell. Bishop Lynch, of South Carolina,
Father Ryan, of (~eorgia, and liubert, of Louisiana, were conspicuous in the lead of their hellish work. In New York the Irish Roman Catholic mobs were engaged in the enforcement of that Roman
Catholic Chief Justice's decree, "that negroes had no rights which
the white man is bound to respect," by hanging them to lamp-posts
and burning colored orphan asylums.
,\t New Orleans, about six 11eeks before the inauguration of Lincoln as President, ·., ·hen the flag of disunion was raised in that
Roman Catholic city, a prayer was offered and the flag was blessed
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according to the rites of the Roman Catholic church by Father
Hubert. On the 26th of April, 1862, that papal-consecrated rag
was torn down and replaced by the Stars and Stripes, our own
heaven-born glory, raised by the Protestant commander of that
gallant flag-ship of the Pacific fleet of the American na\·y. the
Pensacola.
On the 3d day of December, r863, the Pope acknowledged the
independence of the Southern Confederacy, and he was the only
crowned head in Europe to do so.
Lincoln had to fight the papal power of the 11orld, to defend
the American Republic and presen·c its free institutions, while the
native-born Protestant blood was being poured out like a flood in
fratricidal war. The oceans were lighted up by burning ship~ that
were engaged in peaceful commence, captured by the Jesuit traitor
and pirate, Semmes, whose piratical craft was sent to the bottom of
the sea by the gallant A'earsm;!(e, under the command of Winslow,
the descendent of one of the Puritan Pilgrim Fathers, 11 ho tir~t
planted the principles of civil and religious liberty at Plymouth
Rock.
\\'hen Semmes was on his death-bed at Mobile, he sent for a
Rev. Father of the Jesuits, his confessor, a bosom friend, and received the final rites of that church.
Says Bancroft, the historian, in his eulogy of ,\braham Lincoln,
delivered February 12th, 1866, before both Houses of Congress, the
President and Cabinet, the C. S. Supreme Court, the officers of
the army and navy, and the diplomatic corps assembled:
"But the Republic of Mexico on our borders, was, like ourselves,
distracted by a rebellion, and from a similar cause
"The monarchy of England had fastened upon us sla\'ery, which
did not disappear with independence. In like manner the ecclesiastical policy established by the Council of the Indies in the days
of Charles V. and Philip TI., retained its vigor in the Mexican Republic:. The fifty years of civil ll"ar under which she had languished,
was due to the bigoted system which ,ras the legacy of monarchy,
just as here the inheritance of slavery kept alive political strife and
c:ulminated in civil war. ..\s 11 ith us there could he no quiet hut
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through the end of slavery, so in :\lexico there could be no prosperity until the crushing tyranny of intolerance should cease.
" It "as the condition of affairs in '.\lexico that involved the Pope
of Rome in our difficulties so far that he alone among sovereigns
recognized the chief of the Confederate States as a President and
his supporters asa people; and in letters to two great prelates of the
Roman Catholic church in the United States, gave counsels for
peace, when peace meant the l'ictory of secession. Yet events mo\'e
as they are ordered. The bkssing of the Pope at Rome on the
head of the Duke '.\Iaximilian, could not revive in the nineteenth
century the ecclesiastical policy of the sixteenth; and the result is
only a new proof that there can be no prosperity in the State without religious freedom."
On the 1st day of Janur.ry, 1863, eleven months before the Pope
cast his crozier into the scale against the cause of liberty and our
National Lnion, Lincoln, as a war measure, and of necessity, issued
his cmanci 1,ation proclamation setting free nearly four millions of
slaves.
On the 8th of June, 1864, Mr. Lincoln was renominated for the
Presidency and received 191 more ekctoral votes than his com petitor, Gen. l\fcClellan, "ho recei1·ed but 21.
In his letter of acceptance of the nomination, Mr. Lincoln said:
"Having ~crved four yt:ars in the depths of a great and yet unended national peril, I c,.n 1·iew this call to a second term, in nowise more flattering to myself, than as an expression of the public
judgment, that I may better finish a difficult work, in which I have
labored from the first, than could any one less severely schooled to
the task. In this view, and with assured reliance on that \]mighty
Ruler, who has so graciously sustained us thus far, and with increased gratitude to the generous people for their c<,ntinued confidence, 1 accept the renewed trust with its yet onerous and perplexing duties and responsibilities.•·
In January, 1865, the joint resolution amending the Constitution,
abolishing slavery, passed both houses of Congress by a vote of It 9
ayes to 56 nays, submitting the amendment to the State Legisla-
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tures, both Democrats and Republicans voting in favor of the resolution,
Lincoln's heart was filled with joy, as he saw in this action of
Congress the complete consummation of his own great work. He
had seen his emancipation proclamation sustained by the victorious
Union armies in the field, by the people at the Presidential election, and now the constitutional majority of two-thirds in both
houses of Congress bad voted to submit to the people, through their
representatiYes in the State Legislatures, the constitutional amendment for the final abolition of slavery, which was to be adopted,
and Lincoln himself signed the joint resolution, by a mistake, although it would seem to be eminently proper for him to have done
so. The Legislature of his own State of Illinois, being then in session, took up the question at once, and in less than t11enty-four
hours after its passage by Congress, President I .incoln had the
satisfaction of receiving a telegram from his old home, announcing
the fact that the constitutional amendment had been ratified by
both houses of the Legislature of hi~ own State, Feb. 1, 1865.
On the:; 4th of l\farch, 1865, .\braham Lincoln was for the second time inaugurated President of the United States, and in his
address upon that occasion at its close, he said:
"Fondly do \\"e hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty
scourge of war may soon pass away. Yet if God \\"ills that it continue until all the wealth piled up by the bondsman's two hundred
and fifty years of unrequited toil, shall be sunk, and until every
drop of blood drawn hy the lash, shall be paid by another dra11n
by the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must
be said: 'The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.'
, "\Vith malice toward none, with charity for all, with firmness in
/ the right as God gives us to see the nght, let us stri, e on w finish
the work we are all in; to bind up the nation's \\"Ounds; to care for
him who shall have borne the battle, and for his \I idow, and for
his orphan, to do all which may achieve and cherish a ju!;t and lasting peace among ourselves and with all nations."
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On the 3d of April, a corps of colored troops, under General
\\'eitzel, took possession of Richmond; and on the .gh, just one
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month from the <lay of hts second inauguration, President Lincoln
\\ alked the strceb of the Rebel Capital.
On the 14th of .\pril, 1861, by tht: a1<l of Roman Catholic artillery, under the Roman Catholic (;eneral Beauregard ( who place<l
the cross in tht: rdid Dag, 11 ith the stars of the Southern States in
the cross/, l•ort Sumter \1as compelkd to be surrendered by its
gallant defL'IH.ler. ~lajor Robert Anderson, a native of Kentucky,
the State in which Lincoln was also born. On the 14th ot \pril,
1865, Cerwral Rubert .\.nderson, the Protestant Christian and hero,
again, by order of the President, is at Fort Sumter, to hoist the
same dear old llag in triumph to the breeze, amidst the cheers of
loyal hearts, and salutes from the batteries and the fleets.
Said Ceneral .\ndcrson:
",l0• Frn•11,ls, an.I f,,,f/01,• Citr;m, and Brot/lt'r .Soldiers:

"By the considerate appointment of the Honorable Secretary of
\\'ar, I am here to fullill the cherished wish of my heart, through
four long years of bloody war; to restore tci its proper place this
dear flag, 11 l11ch lloated here during 1,cace, before the first act of
cruel rebellion. I thank God that I have lived to see this day, and
to be hen: to perform this duty to my country., ,\ly heart is hlled
with gratitude to that l;od \\ho has so signally blessed us; \1ho has
gin;n us blessings beyond measure. '.\lay all the world proclaim,
'(~lory to (;od 111 thc highest, on earth peace, good will toward
1lll!Jl.' ,,

Certamly the nation l1.t1ing been confirmed and the settlement
by the final arbitrament of the sword which had decided the cause
of Freedom 111 lasting triumph and thc permanence of the Constitution and of the Union having been esta!Jlished, the magnanimity of
the \·ictors ::u;knowle<lged by a fallen foe, the cause of secession
having been removed and the sword returned to its scabbard, both
the l\orth and the South might, like reconcile<l brethren, have emhran:d and mutually given the fraternal kiss of peace, 11 hile mournmg together over the 101-ed and the lost. But no! Rome sa11 in
1hc triumph of the l'nwn hosts, under Lincoln, the utter defeat of
all her mtngues and (>lots againet civil and religious liberty, in
the L nited States and on the t ·ontincnt uf \merica; while Lincoln.
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in his success, had nerved the hearts and strengthened the arms of
men like Mazzin, Cavour, Garibaldi and Victor Emanuel, who
would by this encouragement, contend for the unification of Italy
with Rome for the Capital, and overturn his temporal power, which
ten years since, thank Cod, was accom plishcd.
Papal arms, uniforms, and equipment of the same style and character as the Pope's own body-guard at Rome, had been blessed and
consec-rated by him, ·and sent to .\rchbishop Spaulding, at Baltimore, to clothe and equip a like body of men, to represent the papal power at that archepiscopal see.
Nine years before, the decree had gone forth that Lincoln must
die, for his actions and declarations in court in defense of American liberty and of his client Chiniquy. The opportunity had
often been presented and Lincoln repeatedly warned by his friends.
In July, 1864, Mr. Lincoln, on being reminded that right must
eventually triumph, he admitted that, but expres~ed the opinion
that he should not live to see it, and added: "/fed a presmli111e11t
t/mt .I sl,a/1110/ outlast !lie re/1d/1t111. \Vhen it is over, my work will
be done.'·
In the removal of the Roman Catholic- General Rosecrans from
command, Lincoln had only added fresh fuel to the fire of hatred,
enkindled from the beginning by the papacy, ,rnd his offense could
not be condoned e\·en by the appointment of :::ihcriclan to the ,..acancy caused by the resignation of 1lcClellan.
Lincoln, who had come off triumphant in the contest, 11111.1'/ die.'
His eminent Secretary of State, \\'m. H. Seward, by whose diplomacy the Roman Catholic troops of Europe were compelled to
lea1·c the Mexican shores, and (;cncral Llysscs S. (;rant, the victorious commanding general of our armies who 1rnuld enforce the
same, 11111st also die. The.fiat had gone forth from Rome, and the
Order of the Jesuits and the Dominicans were to sec that it was accomplished. The act was to bc so performed that the conspirators
and accomplices should be concealed, while the instruments and
tools who were to perform their deadly work, should do it in such .t
manner as to divert attention and suspicion from the he:icl and h:ind
that directed it, and cause a brave !Jut defeated fallen foe to unjustly bear the stigma of n crime, 11 hen "they had no hand in his
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death, nor <.:ould they in any manner "rcceil'c th<: benefit of his
dying;'' but the unjust charge to be fastened upon them, was to
scr\'C as a fcstu-ing thorn to keep Protestant brethren, both :Korth
and ~outh, from 1naking a lasting peace with each other, and to
kee1, ali,e the smouldering emlicrs of a se<.:tional strife, which
might he rekindlcd and fanned into a flame 11 hen the interests of
Rome required it.
In the lattcr part of .\larch, I 1)65, \\"ilkes Booth was secretly
admitted to the Roman Catholic Church, and from .\r<.:hl>ishop
Spaulding himself hc receil'ed the sacraments, that his conscientious
scruples might be satislied in the commi,sion of his crime.
The plan was complete; the conspirators II ere ready, and just ten
hours after the address of Ccneral .\nderson and the bcncdi<.:tion
of pcact.: had been wono1111c:cd at Fort Sumter, seventeen years ago
at this \'cry hour almost, .\brah:un Lincoln, the lo,·ecl and loving,
the Sal'iour and .\Lirtyred l're,ident of our Country, fell a \·ictim to
the foul treachery ancl hatrcd of Rome. Seward wa~ also stricken
down hy tlie hands of the assassin, hut recovered and lived, to
forcl' by diplomacy the foreign Roman Catholic bayonets to retire,
to sc:c the :.\lc ,ican Repu hi ic restored. Juarcz, the faith fu I patriot
an<l President, placed again at the head of a liberal gon:rnmcnt,
rcliginus toleration stcured, Roman Catholic convents and churehes
filled with Protestant ministers :ind worshippn~; Freemasonry reestablished in its temples; and a system of free public education
put in sucrcssful operation, untrammeled and unfettered by ecclesiastical intcrfcrence nr ,:ontrol.
\\"hen .\braharn l .incoln fell, the hcarts of ;_i.ll true men, not in
our nation alone, but around the inhabitable globe were bowe<l in
the dust, and likc on that othcr occasion 11·hcn William the Silent,
was stricken do11 n in a like manner, ''even the little children cried
in the streets. " The s1 rges of angry masses of men, demanding
,·cng...ance to he wreaked upon the assassins, and those who sympathized with them, and their fierce denunciations and utterances rose
like the roars and iloods of mighty waters lashed into foam hy the
fury of the :rngry Goel of storms. But there came a \'01ce from
hea,·en, saying "l'eace, be ~till!"
.\nd thcn commenced the grand funeral march of the nation,
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such as the world never saw before or since nor will e\·er see again.
From Washington, through Baltimore where the lir.,t blood was
spilled in defense of the Union, to Independence llall, at Philadelphia, the dead Lincoln is borne, to calmly n.:st on the Sabbath,
where the Declaration .,f I ndepcndence was proclaimed and the
Constitution was framed by \\"ashington and his compeers, for a
"more perfect union," beside the broken hell now silent, \1hich on
tht~ 4th day of July, 1776, fultilled the inscription cast upon its
rim, "Proclaim liberty throughout all the land, to all the inhal>it
ants thereof!" and which had neYer yet been accom1,lished, until
the hand of Lincoln, now cold in death, had decr..:cd the Emancipation Proclamation an<l enforced it. J'hence to the metropolis of
New \'ork City, the remains of the :\lartyr Prcsicknt are carricu, to
be wept and mourned oYcr by three millions of people gathereu
from New l~ngland and the surroundmg cities, tel\\ ns and Yillages.
Herc the States and Territories, through their represcnLatin·~, arc
marshalle<l in solid column of three-fourths of a million of men, to
form the gr:rndest mournful pageant in charctctcr an<l numbers unparalleled in the history of the world, nen:r again to be \\ itnessell.
The melancholy honor and sad duty as Division (;rand :\lar,hal of
the Pacific States and Territories were assigned to your speaker, and
among other duties which he ha<l the satisfanion of performing,
\\·as in securing fron, the llon. Edwin :\I. St,ulton, th<' Secretary of
\\'ar, an order to General Dix, to giYe prote<twn to no k,s than li\e
thousand colored men, (many of whom had been slaYcs but no\1
free), and to see that they had a place in line, which had bt·en denied them by the Irish Roman Catholic city go\'crnrnent whiC'h had
refused to give them a place 111 line, and had even threall'ned to
drive them from the streets. But the Drcd Scott decision was now
a dead letter, and the colored men no,r had righb \\hid1 lrish Roman Catholic aliens were bound to respect, e\'en at the p:. int of the
bayonet, if necessary.
Thus, the solemn cortege proceeded Lhrough ,·ity and t0\111 and
village from the surf-beaten shores of the stormy .\tlanlle, until it
arrived at Springfield, Illinois, \\ith the sa< red ashes of tht• loved,
the revered and honored dead; to rest in the home and the house
ap1,ointc<l for all the living, and among the calm 1murit:s of the 1\est
where he had gro\\11 from yollth to manhood; and rro111 the humbk
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home of discomfort and poverty he ha<l ri,en to the highest ele1·atio11 to be given by the people, to occupy the palace of the nation.
But an avenging justice did nqt sleep; the chief murderer, was to
meet his fate at the hands of an English-born but adopted citizen, a
faithful patriot and Protestant ('hristian soldier, who was born in
the very same town in Old England, as was the father of the chief
assassin and murderer, who was false to his blood and the faith of
his sires.
The other miscreants and tool~ of the Pope with the exception of
one, are tried and expiate their crime upon the scaffold; 11·hile twu
of the Jesuit conspirators flee with the other in disguise to the
Canadian frontier, where hidden by the Jesuit Bishops of ;\llontreal
and Quebec for a while, he is afterward sent under protection and
incognito to Rome, where he finds an asylum at the hands of his
supreme master, and is made a soldier in his body guard. But he
is not yet secure.
The persecuted and oppressed Chiniquy has been making havoc
among the papal forces in the Canadian Dominion, and thousands
have left the ranks of Rome, to espouse the cause of Protestantism
and Freedom. The Jesuits and their proll'ge could not entirely conceal their tracks. A sense of duty, and of gratitude to the memory
of him, who had stood forth in his defense, converts the once-persecuted Chiniquy, now a faithful Protestant pastor, into a vigilant
and untiring detective, who knows all the tortuous ways and crooked
methods by which Rome attains her ends, and like a sleuth-houn<;l
he folio 1s up the scent and trail until he uneanhs the murderous
fugitive e\·en beneath the \'atican. The Pope is again defeated,
and has to surrender up the co-conspirator whom he had vainly
hoped to keep concealed, and shield him from the just punishment
of his crime. But alas! no longer is there martial law in force, for
all the witnesses are hung, and he at last escapes.
The grand mausoleum, with its towering granite shaft, now cnc:loses within its marble chamber the shrine to which true pilgrims
come to lay their offerings and drop their sympathetic tears. Even
there the papal hirelings came to rob the casket of its gem, but
through the faithful vigils of our brethren, Lincoln's ashes are there
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preserved, and within the penitentiary walls I he ghoulish tools of
Rf me arc serving out tl1L'ir doom.
\loses, it is said, diYi1kd the "ater,; of the Red Sea, .md led
I sracl safely through; he sniote the rn< k in the "ilderness and all the
people drank from the li\'ing stream ancl liYcd.
Lincoln droYe the crimson tide of bloody war hack upon itself
until it reached the gulf, lea1·ing 11// dry ground II here its wa1e, had
rolled; he smote the roeh of slavery and ol Rc11110.:, and liy one
stroke sent freedom's life current coursing through the veins of
ncarly four millions of mankind, lca\'lng for some future \loses to
raise the brazen serpent when the people sulfcr from the I iper~ of
Rome.
Then let us on this solemn anniversary of his martyrdom and
death, mutually renew our 1·ows and obligations to his memory, to
the cause for whieh he died, and to l'ach other; and here again resoh-e that this beloved land of ours and this <;overnment of ours
s/111// not b1• 1/f the Poft, r111ri bJ• th,• l'o;,c, rmti /or the Pop,, but
adopting the language of the immortal Lincoln, whose memory we
cherish, and whose Yirtues we celebrate, resvln !Ital t/ifr f:01. ~n1111mt
1!/ the pevpl,· t111d by t/1e people s/1t1/l 110/ ;,,·ri.,h fn1111 //1e t·arl/1.

NoTE.-Other matters of great interest and importance in connection with the foregoing will soon he r~ady to be distributed
among the brethren.
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